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Ritenour Board Approves Tax Levy for November Election 

Faced with a projected budget deficit, the Ritenour School District Board of Education 

unanimously voted on Thursday, Aug. 10, to place a tax levy increase on the Nov. 7, 2017, ballot.  Called 

Proposition A, the ballot issue is designed to provide the needed financial resources to provide quality 

education programs for all Ritenour students.   

If approved, Proposition A will maintain and protect Ritenour’s current instructional programs and 

teaching positions, prevent deficit spending, expand the use of technology for all students, provide more 

opportunities for students to earn college credit before they graduate, increase career training programs 

for non-college bound students and provide funds for the general operation of the district.   

Proposition A is an operating tax rate increase of 39 cents for each $100 of assessed value. The 

Board had considered a higher amount, but rising property values in the district enabled the district to 

propose this lower and more conservative amount. This means the average annual tax increase would be 

approximately $59 per year for the owner of an $80,000 home, or about $1.14 per week.  

“Our community members have always taken great pride in their schools and taken the right steps 

for children,” said Ritenour Superintendent Dr. Chris Kilbride. “Our district is a key anchor of our 

community.   We know by keeping our schools strong, that our neighborhoods remain strong, our 

community remains strong, our property values remain strong, and Ritenour continues to be a place where 

families want to locate.”  
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The Board of Education vote followed recommendations by the district’s strategic planning team 

and based on feedback from a series of community engagement meetings with Ritenour parents, 

community members and staff.   

“Proposition A is on the ballot because our district is committed to improving student achievement,” 

said Board of Education President Dr. Brad Thomas.  “Ritenour has a long history of providing the very 

best opportunities for its students.  The district continues to be committed to that tradition.  More than 

ever before, continuing that tradition requires continuous upgrades in technology and effective learning 

spaces, from early childhood through high school, to prepare our young people for success in today’s 

world and for the future they will face.” 

Ritenour has not asked the community for an operating tax increase since 2005 when voters 

approved an 18 cent tax transfer from debt service.  It only has asked voters to increase the operating tax 

rate four times in the past 35 years (1982, 1987, 1998 and 2005).   Proposition A requires a simple 

majority for approval.   

For more information about Proposition A, visit www.ritenourschools.org.   

### 

 

 

 

http://www.ritenourschools.org/

